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Greek L esson #2

David K Vallance/ February 10, 2005
Goal: tolearn the parts of speech in thefirst clause of John 1:1

en arch hn o logo"™ = In [the] beginning was the Word.
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Topics Covered in this L esson:

Parts of speech

Prepositions and prepositional phrases

Nouns and pronouns

M or phemes

I nflection (declension of nouns, conjugation of verbs)

Gender (masculine, feminine, neuter)

Case (nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, vocative) / Subjects and Predicates
First declension noun (arch)

Conjugation of the past progressive (a.k.a. imperfect) form of eimi (to be)

10. Thearticle (0, h, to)
11. Second declension noun (logo™)

Parts of Speech

Like English, Greek hasnouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, articles, prepositions, infinitives,
participles, adverbs, interjections, and conjunctions. Greek also hasparticles. Wewill learn
these forms as we meet them.

2. Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases

First Word: en —aPreposition

Prepositions are words that show relationships among other wordsin a sentence. These
relationships includedirection, place, time, cause, manner and amount.

Sentence | Preposition | Relationship
1. Shewent tothestore. to direction—to the store
2. Itisunder the table. under place—under thetable
3. Hewill be hereat three o'clock. at time—at three o’ clock
4. Hewent to bat for her for cause—for her
5. He cameby bus by manner—Dby bus




Fortunately, prepositionsin Greek function very much asthey doin English. A
preposition goeswith a noun or pronoun, which is called the object of the preposition. The
preposition isplaced before the noun or pronoun (that iswhy it is called a preposition).
The preposition and the object of the preposition together are called a prepositional phrase:

| Preposition | Object of the Preposition |  Prepositional Phrase
| 1. to | the store | tothestore

| 2. under | the table | under thetable

| 3. at | three o'clock | at three o'clock

| 4. for | her | for her

| 5. by | bus | by bus

Examples of prepositions of place: at my house, in New York, in my hand, on the

table, near thelibrary, across the street, under the bed, between the books

Examples of prepositions of time: at two o'clock, on Wednesday, in an hour, in

January, in 1992, for a day
3. Nouns and pronouns

Second Word: arch —aNoun

a) Nouns. A noun isthe name of a person, place, thing, or idea. Whatever exists can
be named, and that nameisa noun (< Latin nomen, name). All Greek nouns have
gender (masculine, feminine, or neuter), number (singular or plural), and case
(nominative, genitive, dative, accusative, or vocative). arch isafeminine singular
dative noun.

b) Pronouns. A pronoun isaword that standsin place of a noun by substituting for
that noun (pro- in place of + nomen name). E.g. “HeisJohn,” and “ Thisishishat,”
and “Who isJohn?”

4. Morphemes

a) A morphemeisthe smallest unit of meaning in a language. Each morpheme is
irreducible—if you try to subdivide a mor pheme, theresultant fragments have no
meaning. A morpheme can be a word (man, pit, free, log), part of aword (unlovable
has three morphemes—un-, lov[€e], and -able), or even just an accent (permit isa
noun, permit a verb).

Semantic mor phemes convey thelexical (dictionary) meaning of the word.
Man, pit, free, log, and lov[€] are all semantic mor phemes.

Relational mor phemes show thegrammatical role that the word plays. Un-
and -able are relational mor phemes.

b) Walking, walks, walker, walked share the root walk and the suffixes-ing, -s, -er and
—ed. Walk isa semantic morpheme; these endings arerelational mor phemes.




c)

d)

€)

Consider theword act. It has several meanings, including the noun concept
“something done,” and the verbal action “to play the part of.” All of the meanings
of act, however, sharein a common semantic idea, a basic meaning symbolized by
bracketing the morpheme: {act}.

Now consider the wordsacts, acted, acting, action, active, activity, actor, actress,
activate. Each isformed by linking the semantic mor phemeact with the relational
mor phemes -s, -ed, -ing, -tion, -tive, -ivity, -or, -ress, and -ivate. These endings have
nothing to do with the notion {act}, but serve instead to modify the basic meaning of
theword and to show itsrolein the sentence. Actor has two morphemes. the
semantic morpheme act {act} and therelational morpheme-or {male person}. Acts
also hastwo morphemes: act {act} and —s, a relational morpheme with two possible
meanings. {present 3’d-person singular verb} or {plural noun}.

arch consists of a semantic morphemearc- and a relational morpheme -h.

5. Inflection

Greek wordsfall into two categories. thechanging and the unchanging:

a)

b)

The changing group includes nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, participles, and the
article. Thesewordsareall inflected—they change form to show their rolein the
sentence and their grammatical relationships with other words.

Unchanging wor ds ar e always spelled the same: conjunctions (Kal), prepositions
(en), adverbs (@amhn), negatives (0U), infinitives (einai), and particles (ge).

Inflection. Inflection isa system of modifying a word’sroot or stem in order to show
itsgrammatical function in a sentence. The modification usually involves adding a
series of affixes (prefixes, infixes, or suffixes) to the root or stem.

Declension: theinflection of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives. Greek
“declines’ nouns, pronouns, and adjectives for number, case, and gender.
arch consists of theroot arc- (a semantic morpheme) and an inflectional
ending -h (a relational morpheme {singular dative noun}).

Conjugation: theinflection of verbs. Greek “inflects’ verbsfor tense, aspect,
voice, mood, person, and number. hn consists of theroot h- and an
inflectional ending -Nn {past progressive active indicative 3"%-person plural}.

6. Gender

a)

b)

All nouns, pronouns, adjectives, and participles have gender—masculine, feminine,
or neuter.

Gender ismerely a classification device that places words into three grammatical
categories. One category of nouns happensto include men, so that classiscalled
masculine. Women are among the nounsin a second category, so that classis called
feminine. But most nouns (e.g. raindrop, whiskers, kettle, mitten, door bell, noodle,
hope, truth) have nothing intrinsically masculine, feminine, or neutered about
them—they aren’t persons, or even alive. Still, they all have a gender, which is
largely arbitrary and (like accent) must belearned as part of vocabulary.



c) Gender requiresagreement between wordsthat go together in a sentence. E.g. a
feminine noun must have femininereferents (articles, pronouns) and feminine
modifier s (adj ectives, participles).

d) In English, we are used to gender in pronouns (he, she, it). However, we usually
reserve he (masculine) and she (feminine) for persons, and useit (neuter) for
everything else. There are some exceptions—e.g. werefer to a ship asshe. But in
Greek, thepronoun heservesfor all masculine nouns, even if they are not persons.
Similarly, she servesfor all feminine nouns, and all neuter nouns areit. So the
pronoun for arch ish (she), although it is not female, and for 10go™ iso (he),
although it isnot male. (In trandation, however, we would use*“it” for all non
persons, and use “he” for neuter nounsliketo pneuma that describe persons.)

e) InJohn 1:1 10g0" does refer to a male—Christ—but that is not why the noun is
masculine. The gender of a noun ispart of the noun and never changes. Soin John
14:6, Christ saysegw eimi [I am] h odo" [thepath, feminine]l kal h alhgeia
[and thetruth, feminine] kai h zwh [and thelife, femining]. The feminine gender
of these three nouns merely signalsthe category they belong to, and isunrelated to
male gender of Christ. (Abstract nounslikealhgeia are usually feminine.)

7. Case/ Subjects and Predicates
Nouns can function in different waysin a sentence. Consider the following sentence:
The butcher gave the bone to the baker’s bloodhound.

Therearefour nouns. butcher, bone, baker, and bloodhound. Thesubject isbutcher,
because the sentence is about him—he performed the action of the verb gave.

All sentences can de divided into two basic parts. a subject and a predicate.

The subject istheword, phrase, or clause about which something is stated in the
predicate. Hereit isThe butcher.

The predicate isthe verb along with its complements and modifiers. Here it isgave
the bone to the baker’ s bloodhound.

In the predicate, boneisthedirect object, because it directly received the action of theverb
(it iswhat the butcher gave). Bloodhound istheindirect object, because this dog received
the benefit of the butcher’s gift—the bone (the direct object) was given toor for the
bloodhound (theindirect object). Thefourth noun baker’s performs a fourth role,
possession—it tells whose bloodhound received the bone.

Each of thesefour nounsissaid to bein a different case, because each performs a different
rolein the sentence.

1. Nominative Case. Thesubject isin thenominative case (< Latin nominativus = [case]
of naming < nomen, name). The nominative case isused for wordsthat act asthe
subject of a sentence or of a clause.

Predicate nominatives. When the subject isfollowed by a linking verb, usually a
form of theverb to be, then the predicate will also contain a nominative word. A




linking verb connects the subject with a subject complement, an equivalent word
in the sentence that identifiesor describesthe subject. Linking verbsare verbs of
existence (be, become, remain) or sensation (feel, look, appear, seem). E.g.in “The
play isHamlet,” the word “Hamlet” is a predi cate nominative equated to the
subject “play.” “It [subject] became tedious [predicate adjective].” “Theplay
seems absurd.”

Appositive nominatives. When two wor ds, clauses, or phrases stand close
together and share the same part of the sentence, they arein apposition and are
called appositives. An appositiveislike a subject complement without the linking
verb: “My brother is[linking verb] a scientist [subject complement].” “My
brother the scientist [appositive] works at Pfizer.”

2. Accusative Case. Thedirect object isin the accusative case (< Latin accusativus =
[case] of accusation). The accusative caseisused for wordsthat receive the verbal
action directly. In Greek, the accusative case isalso used for the object of certain

prepositions.

3. Dative Case. Theindirect object isin the dative case (< Latin dativus = [case] of
giving). Thedative caseisused for wordsthat receive the verbal actionindirectly.
In English, the dative idea is usually expressed by the prepositionsto or for—e.g. “ he
hit the ball to her,” or “heran the basesfor her.” If toor for arenot used, then
English shows thedative by word order: the dative must precede the accusative—
e.g. “hehit her theball,” or “thou gavest Me no kiss.” In Greek, the dative caseis
also used for the object of certain prepositions (as with toand for in English).

4. Genitive Case. Words showing possession or origin arein the genitive case (< Latin
genetivus = [case] of begetting < genitus, past participle of gignere, to beget). In
English, the genitive idea is usually expressed by the addition of an apostrophe and
theletter “s’ [—'9], or by the prepositions of or from:

He hit Jane's ball

That ball of Jane' siswhite

He got a bat from Sports Authority
All the men of Northville are coming

In Greek, the genitive caseis also used for the object of certain prepositions (aswith
of and from in English).

5. Vocative Case. A fifth case, thevocative, isused for direct address (<Latin
vocativus, case of calling < vocatus, past participle of vocare, to call [cf. vocation]). In
older English, theword “O” was usually used to indicate the vocative—the person or
thing being addressed. “O Lorp God of my master Abraham’ (Gn 24:42), or “ Then
Israel sang thissong, ‘Spring up, O well’” (Nm 21:17). Hereisareal Greek example
from L uke 5:8, where Simon Peter fallsdown at the feet of Christ and says:
“exelge [“go away,” imperative mood—a command] ap’ emou [from me], Oti

[because] anhr amartwlo™ eimi[aman sinful | am], kurie [O Lord—vocative




case, direct address].” TheGreek word Kurio" (Lord) ischanged to kurie to
show that it isin the vocative case. Vocatives are usually very obviousin context.

Showing Casein English

Nouns change form in English in only two ways. 1) nounsareinflected toshow number,
usually by adding —s(singular car, plural cars); and 2) nouns areinflected when in the
possessive (genitive) case, usually by adding an apostropheand —s. Thechart below
illustrates the English case forms—the point here isthat these words hardly change.

Nouns
Singular Plural

Subjective cat Mary goose | deer cats Maries | geese | deer
(nominative)

Possessive cat's Mary's | goose's | deer’s |cats | Maries | geese’s| deer’s
(genitive)

Objective cat Mary goose | deer cats Maries | geese | deer
(dative or

accusative)

Address hey hail slly here here | hall slly here
(vocative) cat! Mary! | goose! | deer! Kitty! | Maries! | geese! | deer!

Like most languages, however, Greek showsthe case of a noun by changing itsformor
spelling. The useof spelling change to indicate casein English survivesonly in the per sonal
pronouns. When these pronouns change case, they change form. Notice that in addition to
number and case, the third-person personal pronouns arealso inflected for gender:

Per sonal Pronouns

Person | Case Singular Plural
Masculine | Feminine | Neuter | Masculine | Feminine | Neuter
First Subjective
(nominative) I we
Possessive
(genitive) my/mine our/ours
Objective (dative
or accusative) me us
Second | Subjective
(nominative) you/thou you/[y’all/you’ 5|
Possessive
(genitive) your /your s'thy/thine your /yours/[y’all’ ]
Objective (dative
or accusative) you/thee you/[y’all/you’ 5|
Third | Subjective
(nominative) he she it they
Possessive
(genitive) his her/hers its their/theirs
Objective (dative him her it them




| or accusative) | | | |

Modern English shows a noun’scase by itsposition in the sentence:

1. subject ? 2. verb ? 3. direct object
Thedog ? bit ? me

Now compar ethis sentence, “ Thedog bit me,” with “Thedog bit 1.” Thislatter sentence
sounds weird, because it givestwo confllctlng case signals. Judglng from word order, “ The
dog” isexpected to be the subject of both sentences, because it comesfirst. But judging
from itsform, “1” in the second exampleisin the subject (nominative) case. “1,” the
subject, do the biting; “1” cannot be the object of theverb “bit.” Therefore most of us
would interpret thissentenceto mean “1 bit thedog,” and chalk the strange word order up
to “poetic license.” However, most people would interpret “M e bit thedog” to mean “| bit
thedog,” becausethe principleof word order would dominate. Even though “Me” isin the
direct object (accusative) case, word order would like trump morphology (form), and people
would guessthat the speaker wasresorting to “ baby talk.”

A Greek Example of the Role of | nflection—Romans 16:20

0 de geo" [But theGod th" eirhnh" [of peace] suntriyel [will crush] ton

satanan [Satan] upo tou" poda™ umwn [under your feet] en tacel [shortly].

Asan English reader, you quickly decide from the word order who the subject is (the one
doing the crushing) and what the direct object is (the one being crushed). Because the
noun “God” comes beforetheverb “ will crush,” you see” God” asthe subject of the
sentence, the performer of theverb’saction. Sincethenoun * Satan” comes after the verb,
you regard it as the object, therecipient of the verb’saction. But consider the following:

ton de satanan [But Satan] suntriyei [will crush] 0 geo" th" eirhnh"
[the God of peace] Upo tou'™ poda™ umwn [under your feet] en tacei [shortly].

In English, this appear s to be blasphemy. This sentence contains exactly the same words as
thefirst, but afew of them have been rearranged. Since the order of the words has
changed, we English readers assumethat their rolein the sentence has also changed. This
example again shows how important word order isin the English language. In Greek,
however, each word isinflected to show theroleit playsin the sentence. Soregardless of
the order of thewordsin Rm 16:20, the Greek reader would be perfectly clear about the
fate of Satan and would not worry at all about the possible demise of the God of peace.

8. First declension noun (arch)
Second Word: | arch }|—a Noun

First Declension Noun



arch -h", h (beginning) / stem: arc-

Nominative (subject)
Genitive (possessive)
Dative (indirect object)
Accusative (direct object)
Vocative (direct address)

Singular

Plural

arch (beginning)
arch™ (of abeginning)
arch (to abeginning)
archn (beginning)
[arch]* (O beginning)

*The bracketed words are forms not found in the NT.

-ai
-wn
-ai”
_a"
-ai

arcal (beginnings)
[arcwn]* (of beginnings)
arcal” (to beginnings)
arca' (beginnings)
[arcai]* (O beginnings)

Nouns that follow prepositions have cases that the determined by the preposition and its
meaning in the sentence. The preposition en, for example, takes dative nouns, so arch is

in itsdative form, arch.

The following versesshow how arch isused initsvariousforms. Asyou look at these

examples, don’t be concerned that you don’t know the meaning of most of the other words.
We arelearning inductivel y—so sound out the words and start guessing their meaning.

a) Nominativesingular: | Arch | tou euaggeliou Ihsou Cristou uiou

geou The beginning| of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God (Mr 1:1).

b) Genitivesingular: O hn ap- o akhkoamen o ewrakamen toi"

0j galmoi" hmwn What was|from the beginning|, what we have heard, what we

have seen with our eyes (1 Jh 1:1).

¢) Accusativesingular: Tauthn epoihsen | archn | twn shmeiwn o Ihsou"

en Kana th" Galilaia™ Thispeginning|of signsdid Jesusin Cana of Galilee

(Jh 2:11).

d) Nominativeplural: pepeismai gar oti oute ganato" oute zwh oute

aggeloi oute dunhsetai hma™ cwrisai apo th" agaph"
tou geou For | am persuaded that neither death not life nor angels nor

of God (Rm 8:38-9).

e) Dativeplural: ina gnwrisgh nun tai" | arcai" |kal tai" exousiai"

en toi" epouranioi dia th" ekklhsia" h polupoikilo™ soj ia tou

[thosefirst in rank, rulers]...shall be able to separate us from the love



geou That now the manifold wisdom of God might be known through the church

to thefprincipalitied [those first in rank, rulers] and to the authoritiesin the

heavenlies (Ep 3:10).

f) Accusativeplural: kai Su kat: kurie thn ghn egemeliwsa"
kai erga twn ceirwn sou eisin oi ouranoi And Thou in thejbeginnings,

Lord, laid the foundation of the earth, and the works of Thy hands are the heavens
(Hb 1:10)

9. Conjugation of the past progressive (a.k.a. imperfect) form of eimi (to be)

Third Word: hn —-aVeb
Past Progressive (Imperfect) Active I ndicative—eimi
Singular | Plural
hmhn | was hmen we were
h" (hsga) you were hte you were
hn he/shelit wes hsan they were

a) First-personsingular: xeno" [ hmhn | kai sunhgagete me | wadastranger

and you gathered me[in] (Mt 25:35).

b) Second-person singular (form 1): ej h autw o kurio" autou: Eu doule
agage kai piste, epi oliga pisto” Hislord said to him, “Well
done, good and faithful slave, in a few [things] faithful” (Mt 25:21).

¢) Second-person singular (form 2): kal idousa ton Petron germainomenon
embleyasa autw legei: Kai su meta tou Nazarhnou tou

Ihsou And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said,
“ also with Jesus of Nazareth” (Mr 14:67).

d) Third-person singular & first-person plural: | hsan | de lampade" ikanai

en tw uperww ou sunhgmenoi  And many lamps werelin the

upper room where fwe were] gathered (Ac 20:8).
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e) Second-person plural: Oti tw kairw ekeinw cwri' Cristou

aphllotriwmenoi th" politeia™ tou Israhl kai xenoi twn

diaghkwn th" epaggelia" elpida mh econte™ kai ageoi en tw kosmw
That at that time apart from Christ, being aliens from the community of
Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, not having hope and godlessin
the world (Ep 2:12).

f) Third-person plural: kai w" atenizonte" | hsan | el ton ouranon
poreuomenou autou kai idou andre" duo pareisthkeisan autoi' en

esghsesi leukai™ And whilefthey were] looking steadfastly toward heaven ashe
went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel (Ac 1:10).

10. Thearticle (o, h, to)

Fourth Word: 0 an Article
Singular Plural
Masculine Feminine  Neuter Masculine Feminine  Neuter
Nominative 0 h to ol al ta
Genitive tou th" tou twn twn twn
Dative tw th tw toi” tai” toi"
Accusative ton thn to tou" ta" ta

Note double redundancies and triple redundancy
11. Second declension noun (logo™)

Fifth Word: logo" —aNoun

Second Declension Noun
logo" -ou, o (word) / stem: log-

Singular Plural
Nominative(subject) -0" logo" (aword) -0l logoi (words)
Genitive(possessive) -ou logou (of aword) | -wn logwn (of words)
Dative(indirect object) | -W logw (toaword) |-oi1" logoi" (towords)
Accusative(direct object) | -ON logon (aword) -ou" logou™ (words)
Vocative (direct address) | -€ [loge]* (Oword) | -Oi [logoi]* (O words)

*The bracketed words are forms not found in the NT.
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b)

d)

f)

9)
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Genitivesingular: hmei™ de th proseuch kai th diakonia tou
proskarterhsomen And we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the
ministry of the word (Ac 6:4).

Dativesingular: Ean umei™ meinhte en tw tw emw alhqw"

maghtai mou este If you abidein My word, you aretruly My disciples (Jh
8:31).

Accusative singular: 0 speirwn ton | logon | speirei Thesower sowsthe
(Mr 4:14).

Nominative plural: kai toutw sumj wnousin oi twn proj htwn

kagqw" gegraptai And with thisthe of the prophetsagree, just asit is
written (Ac 15:15).

Genitiveplural: kai ean ti" g elh apo twn tou bibliou th"

proj hteia" tauth™ aj elei 0 geo" to mero™ autou apo tou xulou

th" zwh" kai ek th" polew" th" agia" twn gegrammenwn en tw

bibliw toutw And if anyone takes away from thefwords of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life, from the holy city, [and
from] the things which are written in thisbook (Rv 22:19)

Dativeplural: ephrwta de auton en ikanoi" auto" de

ouden apekrinato autw Then he questioned Him with many jwords|, but He
answered him nothing (Lk 23:9).

Accusative plural: Pa" oun osti" akouei mou tou" | logou" | toutou"

kai poiei autou™ omoiwghsetai andri j ronimw osti" wkodomhsen
autou thn oikian epi thn petran Thereforewhoever hearsthesefwords of

mine, and doesthem, | will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock
(Mt 7:24).
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